
PRELUDE

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION
The following Reflection Quotes are provided to catalyze thought, and are therefore not always 

representative of the views of Grace Church.

When you spread out your hands,
    I will hide my eyes from you;

even though you make many prayers,
    I will not listen;

    your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;

    remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,

     learn to do good;
seek justice,

    correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless,

    plead the widow’s cause.
Isaiah 1:15-17

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and mul-
tiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every liv-
ing thing that moves on the earth.”

Genesis 1:28

What they are saying is that social injustice is ultimately the result 
of refusal to entrust oneself to a fair and loving God. Whenever per-
sons begin to believe that the cosmic order is basically uninterested 
in human welfare and that those who succeed are those who know 
best how to capture the cosmic forces for their own purposes (the 
underlying attitudes of idolatry), the relatively more helpless and 

vulnerable begin to be crushed.
John N Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah



We must have hearts that are harder than iron if we are not moved 
by the reading of this narrative. In those days, the believers gave 
abundantly of what was their own; we in our day are content not 
just jealously to retain what we possess, but callously to rob oth-

ers… They sold their own possessions in those days; in our day it is 
the lust to purchase that reigns supreme. At that time, love made 

each man’s own possession common property for those in need; in 
our day such is the inhumanity of many, that they begrudge to the 
poor a common dwelling upon earth, the common use of water, air 

and sky.
John Calvin

“You shall not steal.
Exodus 20:15

WORDS OF PREPARATION 
Liturgist: Ruling Elder Matt Cabot

JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
Opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee,
Earth and heaven reflect thy rays;

Stars and angels sing around thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in thee.



Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!

Thou our Father, Christ, our brother,
All who live in love are thine;

Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Words: Henry Van Dyke. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven;  
adapt. Edward Hodges. Public Domain

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Psalm 146:1-2, 5-10

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord his God,

who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,

who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

 the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the sojourners;

he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

The Lord will reign forever,
 your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the Lord!



PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen.

HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED  

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 

He comes with comfort speedy 
To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong. 



To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Are precious in His sight. 

He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
Spring in His path to birth. 

The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove. 

His Name shall stand forever, 
That Name to us is Love.

Music by Sandra McCracken, Words by James Montgomery (alt. McCracken) ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music. CCLI #1937987.

SCRIPTURE READING 
Acts 4:32-37

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him 

was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great 
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or 

houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas 

(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 
sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it 

at the apostles’ feet.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of 
this world above you.

We have made idols of possessions and people and used your 
name for causes that are not consistent with you and your 

purposes.
We have not always honored those who you have put as author-

ities in our lives.
We have participated in systems that take life instead of give it.

We have been unfaithful in our covenant relationships.
We have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is not 

ours, and we have misrepresented others’ intentions.
Forgive us, O God, for the many ways we fall short of your glory.

Help us to learn to live together according to your ways through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
2 Corinthians 8:9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty 

might become rich.

SATISFIED  

All my life long I had panted
for a drink from some cool spring

That I hoped would quench the burning
of the thirst I felt within

Hallelujah! He has found me,
the One my soul so long has craved!

Jesus satisfies all my longings,
through his blood I now am saved 

Feeding on the filth around me
‘till my strength was almost gone

Longed my soul for something better
only still to hunger on



Poor I was and sought for riches,
something that would satisfy

But the dust I gathered ‘round me
only mocked my soul’s sad cry

Well of water ever springing,
Bread of Life so rich and free

Untold wealth that never faileth,
my Redeemer is to me

Words: Clara T. Williams, 1875. Music: Karl Digerness, 1997. ©1997 Karl Digerness Music. www.cityhymns.com

PASSING THE PEACE

Please use this time, when we would normally greet each other and 
pass the peace, to reach out via text or email to others in the con-

gregation, maybe someone who you frequently sit near or someone 
in your community group, and let others know that you are wor-

shipping with them.

SCRIPTURE READING
Exodus 22:1-4; 16-17; 22:21-23:12

“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall re-
pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. 2  If a thief 

is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no 
bloodguilt for him, 3 but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be 
bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he 
shall be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen beast is found alive in his 

possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep, he shall pay 
double.

16 “If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and lies with her, 
he shall give the bride-price for her and make her his wife. 17 If her 

father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal to 
the bride-price for virgins.

21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were so-
journers in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not mistreat any widow or 
fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I 
will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you 
with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your chil-

dren fatherless.



25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you 
shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact in-
terest from him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, 
you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27 for that is his 
only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he 

sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.

28 “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and 
from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of your sons you 

shall give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with 
your sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day 

you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any 
flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw it to the dogs.

“You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with 
a wicked man to be a malicious witness. 2 You shall not fall in 

with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, sid-
ing with the many, so as to pervert justice, 3 nor shall you be partial 

to a poor man in his lawsuit.

4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall 
bring it back to him. 5 If you see the donkey of one who hates you 

lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with 
it; you shall rescue it with him.

6 “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 
Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and righ-
teous, for I will not acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take no bribe, 
for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those 

who are in the right.

9 “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a so-
journer, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, 11 but 
the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of 
your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field 

may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your ol-
ive orchard.



12 “Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall 
rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of 

your servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.  

SERMON
Property and People - Rev. Bob Crossland

Have questions about this sermon you’d like to hear answered on the podcast? Ask them here:

https://forms.gle/7itoMjcBoi3w6poA8

OFFERING

To give online, visit 
https://gracesouthbay.churchcenter.com/giving

GOD THE MAKER  

We bring our time we bring our treasure
We lay them down before Your throne
You will make them something greater

More than we could ever know

We bring our gifts we bring our power
Place them in Your sov’reign hand
You will take what we have given

You will use it for Your plan

Glory be to God the Maker
Glory be to God Creator

Take our time use our treasure
Turn them into something greater

Glory be to God the Maker

https://forms.gle/7itoMjcBoi3w6poA8
https://gracesouthbay.churchcenter.com/giving


Though our hearts are weak from failure
Broken dreams and failed attempts

Show us that in ev’ry season
You will fill our emptiness

David Gungor | Isaac Wardell | Paul Zach

© Hymns From The Porter’s Gate (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Kristen Willerer

THE SOLID ROCK  

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found.

Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.

Words: Edward Mote. Tune: William B. Bradbury



BENEDICTION  
Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

CHARGE

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!


