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Gather | Preparation

PRELUDE

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION
The following Reflection Quotes are provided to catalyze 

thought, and are therefore not always representative of the 
views of Grace Church.

These are the statutes and rules that you 
shall be careful to do in the land that the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you 
to possess, all the days that you live on the 
earth...But you shall seek the place that the 
LORD your God will choose out of all your 
tribes to put his name and make his habita-
tion there. There you shall go.
Deuteronomy 12:1,5

If I find in myself a desire which no experi-
ence in this world can satisfy, the most prob-
able explanation is that I was made for an-
other world.
C. S. Lewis

It’s one thing to develop a nostalgia for home 
while you’re boozing with Yankee writers in 
Martha’s Vineyard or being chased by the 
bulls in Pamplona. It’s something else to go 
home and visit with the folks in Reed’s drug-
store on the square and actually listen to 



them. The reason you can’t go home again is 
not because the down-home folks are mad 
at you--they’re not, don’t flatter yourself, they 
couldn’t care less--but because once you’re in 
orbit and you return to Reed’s drugstore on 
the square, you can stand no more than fif-
teen minutes of the conversation before you 
head for the woods, head for the liquor store, 
or head back to Martha’s Vineyard, where at 
least you can put a tolerable and saving dis-
tance between you and home. Home may be 
where the heart is but it’s no place to spend 
Wednesday afternoon.
Walker Percy



Gather | Call to Worship

WORDS OF PREPARATION 
Liturgist: Rev. Bob Crossland

SONG OF APPROACH
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  

“Christ the Lord is risen today,” Alleluia!
All creation, join to say: Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!
Sing O heavens, and earth, reply: Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!
Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia!
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done; Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won. Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise! Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head; Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise: Alleluia!



Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia!
Words: Charles Wesley. Music: Lyra Davidica. Public Domain.

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Pascha Nostrum, from 1 Corinthians 5, 15, and Romans 6

Christ is risen!

He is risen, indeed!

Alleluia!
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;

therefore let us keep the feast,

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice 
and evil,

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. Alleluia!

Christ being raised from the dead will never 
die again;

death no longer has dominion over him.

The death that he died, he died to sin, once 
for all;

but the life he lives, he lives to God.

So also consider yourselves dead to sin,
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Alleluia!
Christ has been raised from the dead,



the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.

For since by a man came death,
by a man has come also the resurrection of 
the dead.

For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
Alleluia!

PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.



SONG OF PRAISE
Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  

Alleluia, sing to Jesus
His the scepter, His the throne
Alleluia, His the triumph
His the victory alone

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood
Jesus out of every nation
Has redeemed us by His blood

Alleluia, sing to Jesus
Alleluia, sing to Jesus
Alleluia, sing to Jesus

Alleluia, Bread of Angels
Here on earth our food our stay
Alleluia, here the sinful
Flee to You from day to day

Intercessor, Friend of sinners
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea
Words: William C. Dix. Music: Jessica Fox /Urban Doxology © 2012



Grow | Confession and Renewal

SCRIPTURE READING 
Luke 24:13-27

That very day two of them were going to a 
village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with 
each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said 
to them, “What is this conversation that you 
are holding with each other as you walk?” 
And they stood still, looking sad... And they 
said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 20 and 
how our chief priests and rulers delivered 
him up to be condemned to death, and cru-
cified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our 
company amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning, 23 and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that 
they had even seen a vision of angels, who 
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found 



it just as the women had said, but him they 
did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O fool-
ish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not nec-
essary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” 27 And be-
ginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Living Lord,
by the power of your Spirit,
you are present among us.
Yet, we fail to see you in our midst.
We do not realize you are walking beside us,
for we are rushing to meet the demands
of hectic schedules and overcrowded lives.
We do not notice you in 
everyday encounters,
for we are distracted by daily labors
and consumed by our own concerns.
We do not recognize you on our streets
or at our tables,
for our expectations are too limited
to imagine all the ways you dwell among us.
Forgive us for failing to see you 
at work in our lives.



Forgive us for doubting 
your power and your promises.
Open our eyes to perceive you in our midst,
so that, seeing you clearly, 
we might follow you faithfully. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Romans 3:21-24

But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 
no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus. 



SONG OF ASSURANCE
Grace Greater Than Our Sin 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
Yonder on Calvary’s mount out-poured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin.

Sin and despair, like the sea-waves cold,
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater– yes, grace untold–
Points to the Refuge, the mighty Cross.

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe;
All who are longing to see his face,
Will you this moment his grace receive?
Words: Julia H. Johnston (1911). Tune: MOODY (Towner)



Grow | Feasting on the Word

SCRIPTURE READING
Nehemiah 1

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in 
the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the cita-
del, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came 
with certain men from Judah. And I asked 
them concerning the Jews who escaped, 
who had survived the exile, and concerning 
Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The rem-
nant there in the province who had survived 
the exile is in great trouble and shame. The 
wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its 
gates are destroyed by fire.”

4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down 
and wept and mourned for days, and I con-
tinued fasting and praying before the God 
of heaven. 5 And I said, “O Lord God of heav-
en, the great and awesome God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who 
love him and keep his commandments, 6 let 
your ear be attentive and your eyes open, 
to hear the prayer of your servant that I now 
pray before you day and night for the peo-
ple of Israel your servants, confessing the 
sins of the people of Israel, which we have 



sinned against you. Even I and my father’s 
house have sinned. 7 We have acted very cor-
ruptly against you and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules 
that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 
Remember the word that you commanded 
your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are un-
faithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 
9 but if you return to me and keep my com-
mandments and do them, though your out-
casts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, 
from there I will gather them and bring them 
to the place that I have chosen, to make my 
name dwell there.’ 10 They are your servants 
and your people, whom you have redeemed 
by your great power and by your strong 
hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to 
the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer 
of your servants who delight to fear your 
name, and give success to your servant to-
day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man.”

Now I was cupbearer to the king.
.........................................
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.  



SERMON 
Where is Home?

Rev. Steven Chitty

Have questions about this sermon you’d like 
to hear answered on our weekly sermon Q&A 
podcast? Ask them here:
https://forms.gle/7itoMjcBoi3w6poA8

https://forms.gle/7itoMjcBoi3w6poA8


Grow | Feasting at the Table

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION ACCLAMATION

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again!

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

These are the gifts of God for the people of 
God. Feed on them in your hearts by faith, 
and with thanksgiving.



SONG OF RESPONSE
Father Let Your Kingdom Come 

Hallelu hallelujah
Father let Your kingdom come

May the works of my hands bring You joy
May the works of my hands bring You joy
May the works of my hands bring You joy
May the works of my hands bring You joy

May the words from my mouth speak Your peace
May the words from my mouth speak Your peace
May the words from my mouth speak Your peace
May the words from my mouth speak Your peace

You make all things new
You make all things new
In places we don’t choose
You make all things new
Ben Cooper | Isaac Wardell | Latifah Alattas | Liz Vice Music LLC | Madison Cunningham | 
Orlando Palmer | Paul Zach



Go | Blessing and Sending

SONG OF SENDING
The Lamb Has Overcome

The Lamb has overcome 
The Lamb has overcome 
The battle’s done and the victory is won 
For the Lamb has overcome 

No grave could hold him down 
No grave could hold him down 
Up from the ground, “He is risen!” was the sound 
No grave could hold him down 

At God’s right hand is he 
At God’s right hand is he 
Our Perfect Plea as he lives to intercede 
At God’s right hand is he 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Glory be unto his name  



The day is drawing near 
The day is drawing near 
He shall appear and will wipe away each tear 
The day is drawing near 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Glory be unto his name  

Words & Music: Luke Morton, November 2011.  
© 2011 Walk Out of the Grave Music

BENEDICTION  
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole 
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
Amen.

CHARGE
Let us go forth to serve the world as those 
who love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

OFFERING

To give online, visit https://gracesouthbay.
churchcenter.com/giving

https://gracesouthbay.churchcenter.com/giving
https://gracesouthbay.churchcenter.com/giving

