
ADVENT
Week 1
November 28- 
December 4



November 28
Scripture reading IsaIah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
    on them has light shone.
6 For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

BEHOLD, the Bridegroom cometh: go ye out
With lighted lamps and garlands round about
To meet Him in a rapture with a shout.
It may be at the midnight, black as pitch,
Earth shall cast up her poor, cast up her rich.
It may be at the crowing of the cock
Earth shall upheave her depth, uproot her rock.
For lo, the Bridegroom fetcheth home the Bride:
His Hands are Hands she knows, she knows His Side.
Like pure Rebekah at the appointed place,
Veiled, she unveils her face to meet His Face.
Like great Queen Esther in her triumphing,
She triumphs in the Presence of her King.
His Eyes are as a Dove’s, and she’s Dove-eyed;
He knows His lovely mirror, sister, Bride.
He speaks with Dove-voice of exceeding love,
And she with love-voice of an answering Dove.
Behold, the Bridegroom cometh: go we out
With lamps ablaze and garlands round about
To meet Him in a rapture with a shout.

“Advent Sunday” Christian Rossetti



introduction

Happy New Year!
(Liturgically speaking.... )

Since as early as the 4th century, Christians have observed the season of Advent (Latin for “the coming”)  
as a time of preparation and dedication. Early on, it was primarily focused on the promise of the sec-
ond coming of Christ. As Christians began using the winter solstice to commemorate Christ’s birth, the 
Advent season took on added significance as a remembrance of and preparation for the incarnation as 
well. The season of Advent kicks off the cycle of the liturgical year: Advent, Christmastide, Epiphany, Or-
dinary Time (season after Epiphany), Lent, Eastertide, Pentecost, Ordinary Time (Season after Pentecost). 

This first week of Advent, we invite you into daily devotion focused in the first two books of the bible. 
The stage is being set, the characters introduced. The world is being primed for redemption, with the 
promise of a savior present from the very moment of man’s failure. In light of the incarnation of Christ, 
we can reflect on the stories of creation, the fall, the promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and God 
delivering his people from slavery in Egypt with an answer in mind: Jesus. Man hungered for something 
other than God, and death entered into creation. Then God became man and overcame death by dying 
and rising again, opening the gates of heaven through Jesus. We await his return, when heaven and 
earth will meet and our lowly bodies will be transformed to be like the glorious body of our resurrected 
Savior, and we will walk with our Lord in paradise again. 

This is the tension of Advent. We know how God’s promises to Israel are fulfilled, but we haven’t reached 
the end of the story yet. So, we can enter into and participate in the narrative of scripture with full assur-
ance and hopeful expectation. 

This is the antidote to the disappointment and unfulfillment that we often experience around the hol-
idays. There’s no way for the season to match our expectations. We know that things are not as they 
should be. But we also know that one day, things will be as they should be. So we can approach the 
season with a joy that transcends the emptiness of the seemingly inescapable materialism and consum-
erism of our culture. We can keep a solemn yet hopefull Advent because the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 



November 29

Scripture reading GenesIs 1:1-4, 26-27, 31
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that 
the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the live-
stock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image,
    in the image of God he created him;
    male and female he created them.

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Song of reSponSe DrIve Out the Darkness 

prayer
Infinite and eternal God, creator of all things.
All the Earth is overflowing with your beauty and glory.
You alone are worthy of our praise.
Shine your light wherever there is darkness.
Empower us, by your Spirit, to bear your image well wherever we go, 
As we build for and await your kingdom.
Through your son Jesus, our coming King. Amen

opening WordS JOhn 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made.
In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.



Then God sat down—
On the side of a hill where he could think;
By a deep, wide river he sat down;
With his head in his hands,
God thought and thought,
Till he thought: I’ll make me a man!

Up from the bed of the river
God scooped the clay;
And by the bank of the river
He kneeled him down;
And there the great God Almighty
Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky,
Who flung the stars to the most 
far corner of the night,

Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand;
This great God,
Like a mammy bending over her baby,
Kneeled down in the dust
Toiling over a lump of clay
Till he shaped it in is his own image;

Then into it he blew the breath of life,
And man became a living soul.
Amen.      Amen.

excerpt from The Creation, James Weldon Johnson (1927)

The Creation, James Tissot, 1896-1900. France.



November 30

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said 
to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Scripture reading GenesIs 3:8-15, 17-19

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
    cursed are you above all livestock
    and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat
    all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
    and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
    and you shall bruise his heel.”

17 And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to 
the voice of your wife
    and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
    and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your face
    you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
    for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
    and to dust you shall return.”

opening WordS 1 COrInthIans 15:21-22
For as by a man came death, 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

Song of reSponSe have MerCy 



prayer
Merciful God,
You created us out of dust for communion with you, but we have hidden from you.
In all our failing and turning away, you call after us and do not forsake us.
Be near us by your Spirit as we toil on Earth, sure of you victory over the powers of death,
But awaiting its ultimate fulfilment.
Through your son, Jesus, the perfect Adam who gives us access to you again.
Amen. 

“Mary Consoles Eve”
Sr. Grace Remington
Our Lady of the Mis-
sissippi Abbey



December 1

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his broth-
er’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had ac-
quired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your off-
spring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.

Scripture reading GenesIs 12:1-7

opening WordS hebrews 11:1-3, 39-40
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the 
people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was cre-
ated by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since 
God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

Song of reSponSe by FaIth 
By faith we see the hand of God
In the light of creation’s grand design,
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness,
Who walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the power of His promise in their hearts,
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand,
A place where peace and justice reign.

We will stand as children of the promise;
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward.
Till the race is finished and the work is done,
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day
When the longed-for Messiah would appear
With the power to break the chains 
of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith the church was called to go
In the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news
In every corner of the earth.

By faith this mountain shall be moved
And the power of the gospel shall prevail,
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name.



prayer
Loving Father,
Though we have wandered away from you, you promise to lead us to a place
Where we can once again dwell with you in harmony.
Help us to trust you to lead us,
Help us to look to Jesus as the way to you,
Send your Spirit to be our guide and comfort through the trials of this pilgrimage. 
Enable us to faithfully trust your promises always.
Amen.

“God’s Promise to Abram” James Tissot, 1896-1902



December 2

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He 
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God 
had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 
worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 
Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 
7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Be-
hold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abra-
ham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and be-
hold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, 
“The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and 
in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Scripture reading GenesIs 22:1-18

opening WordS PrOverbs 3:5-8
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
    and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him,
    and he will make straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own eyes;
    fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your flesh
    and refreshment to your bones.



Song of reSponSe by hIs wOunDs 

prayer
Father of all,
You did not spare your only Son from pain and torment
So that we might have a way to communion with you.
You provide for us through the death and resurrection of your Son,
So that we may enjoy fellowship with you despite our sinfulness. 
Thank you for your provision and your mercy.
Help us to pray for your will - not ours - to be done.
Help us to trust you, by your Spirit.
Amen “Abraham’s Sacrifice” Peter Koenig, 1970



December 3

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that 
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay 
down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descend-
ing on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 
land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from 
his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, 
“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for 
a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name 
of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will 
keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have 
set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.”

geneSiS 28:10-22

opening WordS PsalM 24:3-4, 9-10
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
    And who shall stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
    who does not lift up his soul to what is false
    and does not swear deceitfully.
Lift up your heads, O gates!
    And lift them up, O ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
    The Lord of hosts,
    he is the King of glory!

reflection “JaCOb’s laDDer” 
Alleluia to Jesus who died on the tree,
and has raised up a ladder of mercy for me!



prayer
Almight God,
In sending your Son to Earth you opened the gates of heaven.
Through his resurrection, he has initiated your plan for the ultimate redemption of your people.
Heaven has broken in upon the dimness of the earth.
Help us to see this as we look to Jesus, 
Reflecting on his incarnation and waiting expectantly for his return.
Visit us with your Spirit, rending our allegiance from the powers of the earth
That your will may be done.
Amen.

“Jacob’s Ladder” William Blake, 1805



December 4

God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them. 4 I also established 
my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 
5Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I 
have remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my peo-
ple, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abra-
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the Lord.’” 9 Moses spoke thus to 
the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all 
the firstborn of the livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and 
all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where some-
one was not dead. 31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out 
from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have 
said. 32 Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!”

33 The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in haste. For they 
said, “We shall all be dead.” 34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders. 35 The people of Israel 
had also done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jew-
elry and for clothing. 36 And the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyp-
tians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

exoduS 6:2-9; 12:29-36

opening WordS GalatIans 5:1
For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Song of reSponSe break every ChaIn 
There is power in the name of Jesus,
There is power in the name of Jesus,
There is power in the name of Jesus,

To break every chain, 
break every chain, 
break every chain



prayer CantICle OF ZeCharIah, luke 1:68-79
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
    for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we should be saved from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us;
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
    in the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

“And There Was a Great Cry in Egypt” Arthur Hacker, 1897


